
THE END 

The lift felt unbearably slow. When the friends stepped into the shadowy corridor, they had no idea 

which way to turn. 

- Don’t let’s rush, but quieten down, Akiko instructed. – The silence will guide us. 

First, they could only hear the hum of electronic equipment of the big building. Then, other sounds 

became noticeable. Hissing, female voice speaking in English. A man’s almost begging whisper. A 

light was glowing from behind the corner as if the Phantom of the Opera was gesturing to them. 

Joel’s sneakers did not make a sound as he creeped towards the light. The women tip-toed behind 

him. Sara wished they had come better prepared, and armed with a Swiss Army knife, if nothing 

else. 

- Raise ‘em, this is the police, she heard Joel say out loud, and she nearly burst into a hysterical 

laughter. – The building is surrounded. Joel’s confidence left him when he saw a gun pointing at 

Dan Vinge lying on the floor. The woman holding the weapon glanced at the trio, and spit out 

words in a language Joel didn’t understand. The man next to the woman did, however, raise his 

hands in the air. 

Joel felt Akiko’s breath on his cheek and saw a determined look in her eyes. Akiko took her karate 

practice seriously. The martial art avoided unnecessary risks, but this was force majeure. A skilfully 

calibrated kick-jump sent the pistol flying through the air and into a dark corner of the room while 

Akiko gracefully performed an arm-lock on the woman. Sara called the police. 

- She’s Esta Zoromoff, the mother of ice dancer Zelda Zoromoff. She couldn’t abide the thought 

that anyone other than Zelda and her partner would be the first to represent Ruritania in ISU 

Championships. That is why she had me abducted! Dan shouted. His words were drowned by the 

captured woman’s crowing. The Ruritarian language is blessed with a rich repertoire of swear 

words. 

Dan Vinge had suffered some bruising but otherwise he was fine, even the drugging had left no 

permanent damage. How will Dan fare in the ISU Championships? Did the abduction irrevocably 

shake his focus and concentration or will it power him to exceed all expectations?  

You can find out by following the ISU World Figure Skating Championships either at Hartwall 

Arena or via television or on internet. Enjoy! 

 


